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Thoughtfully, reverently, with the colors 
of America 'bright Ibefore our eyes and the des- 
tiny of America deep in our hearts, let us give 
thanks. 

Three hundred nineteen years ago a stal- 
wart little band of Pilgrims knelt around a 
roughly hewn ta'ble and offered thanks to God 
for His great gift of a new world free from 
persecution and religious differences. 

Today we kneel around a table, not crude 
as that of the Pilgrims but our hearts too are 
filled with gratitude for we have much more 
for which to be thankful. This year Thanks- 
giving should have a deeper significance than 
ever. As we gather around our tables we shall 
be thinking of our heritage of freedom, three 
centauries in the making, a heritage Which we 
must pass on at whatever sacrifice. Some may 
say that we have no right to our feast this 
year while half the world goes hungry but they 
have missed the real meaning of Thanksgiv- 
ing. It is not only a day of thanks this year, 



but it should also be a day of heartfelt sympa- 
thy, toward our fellowmen, a da^ whioh should 
endow us with a deeper realization of how for- 
tunate we are. 

Let us make Novem/ber 21, a "prayer day", 
a day of three feasts, for this memorable day 
is not only Thanksgiving, but ailso the Feast of 
the Presentation and of Our Lady of Victory. 
Let us make our banquet complete by receiving 
the Biody and Blood of Our Lord in the Holy 
Eucharist. When the Host is offered up on the 
"banquet table" of the Lord, let us unite our 
prayers with those of the nriest that our nation 
shall maintain peace and security and the 
countries of Europe shall soon have release 
from their misery. 

"We give Thee thanks for all Thy benefits, 
O Almighty God, for all that we have, and all 
that we hope to retain, — a peaceful nation, a 
generous and forgiving God." 

MABEL CARLSON '41 
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THE TORCH 



THE PERFECT CRIME 



MADELEINE PARKER '43 



As Daniel fell back into the shadows of 
the cold November night, two stealthy figures 
rounded the side of a huge silo. The taller of 
the two, close to six feet five, walked with the 
stoop characteristic of a very tall man. Even 
in the dark, one could see the outline of a 
thick beard and blue overalls. The clump of 
heavy boots spoke for itself. The man's com- 
panion, somewhat shorter but dressed in the 
same fashion, appeared to he clean shaven. As 
they walked rapidly toward a clearing in the 
trees a short distance from Daniel, he could 
hear them whispering in low tones. 

"Not much ye will. I got somethin' to say 
about this thing. We'd better stick to our first 
plan. I kain't stan' that feller much longer." 

"Shure, shure, I know," said the other, 
"but remember what the boss said. Every- 
thing's got to go like clock-work. No slip-ups 
or we'll be in trouble and plenty of it." 

"All right just as ye say, but let me warn 
ye, I ain't waitin' any longer than midnight,," 
returned the first. 

Then an idea seemed to strike his com- 
panion. "All right, this is what we'll do." 

The two plotters passed by him and 
through the clearing into the woods. 

Dan, following as closely behind as he dar- 
ed, saw that they had already lighted an oil 
lamp and were seating themselves at a tumble- 
down table. As he peered anxiouslv into the 
window, Dan was an unknown witness to the 
following : 

"See here Dick, ye be ready at half past 
eleven. Ye go by way of the north pasture to 
the silo. Meet me there at midnight sharp. I'll 
go back the way we come. Then we go through 
the north gate to the old mill. He takes that 
trail every night about twelve." 

"All right," grumbled Dick, "but let's go to 
bed now. I'm all tuckered out." So saying, he 
retired to another room, which seemed from 
all accounts to be a bed-room. Jim, for that was 
the other fellow's name, immediately followed, 
calling after him. 

"I'll set the alarm for eleven. Be sure to 
get up when it rings." 

Dan, creeping away with a most perplexed 
air about him, grunted to himself. As he strode 



unerringly toward his own dwelling, he was 
carrying on a conversation with himself that 
consisted of a series of grunts and guttural 
noises. A plan was already whirling in his busy 
mind. 

iRrrrr, clang, rrr, was the sound that awake 
Jim from a deep slumber. Pouring forth a vol- 
ley of violent exclamations, he reached for the 
clock. He pressed the lever, silencing the un- 
welcome noise, then opened the door and call- 
ed Dick. 

A few minutes later both men went their 
separate ways — Dick through the north pas- 
ture; Jim directly to the silo. 

In the meantime, Dan worked his plan to 
perfection. He g-athered his friends and placed 
them in their respective positions. 

When Jim and Dick met at the silo, their 
victim was seen going over his customary path. 
Stealthly the two followed, weapons held 
tightly in brawny hands. Both would have been 
astonished had they seen the wierd procession 
of forces trailing behind them about to< capture 
these monsters, who planned such a vile deed. 

At the given moment, just as they came 
up behind their victim. Jim and Dick got the 
surprise of their lives. Both stood stock still as 
a most unearthly screech ^erced their ear 
drums. The screams continued, each worse than 
the preceeding one. Jim's hair stood on end and 
Dick's massive form shriveled to a mere sha- 
dow of its former self. 

Simultaneouly they took to their heels, and 
were very glad when the cabin door closed be- 
hind them. Boss or no boss they weren't going 
to try to kill that darn turkey again. 

"Turkey" you ask? "Wihy of course." "You 
see their victim was the boss' turkey that had 
become very cocky of late, and the boss had 
decided to have him for Thanksgiving dinner, 
niel? Oh, didn't vou know? He was a very 
clever donkey that had called together a band 
oil his barn yard friends to do a little haunt- 
ing." 

Needless to say, Mr. Turkey escaped and 
the boss never did enjo^ a much desired tur- 
kev dinner. Mr. Turkey rejoined his loyal barn- 
yard friends, once more to reign as kin°* of the 
roost. 
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HAVE IT MY WAY 

RUTH SHEEHAN '43 

Little Janey walked down the street slow- 
ly. She was thoroughly disgusted. Why did 
daddy have to be so obstinate? Why was mom- 
my iso disagreeable? Would they ever agree? 

Her reverie was interrupted when she felt 
a tug at iher long golden hair. 'There is that 
tease Porky Walters again," she thought. "Why 
can't he let me alone since I have such a big 
problem ?" 

"What'sa matter wit' you?" Porky gurgled 
as he felt Janey's cold glance. 

"Oh go away, will you? I'm trving to solve 
a problem," pleaded Jane v. 

"Oh, that arithmetic got you again, huh? 
I'll help you." 



Janey looked at him scornfully, "Don't you 
know it's almost Thanksgiving?" she inquired. 
"And don't you know that our family still can't 
make up its mind which one to celebrate? And 
don't you know that if the- don't make up their 
minds we won't have any Thanksgiving at all?" 
she stopped out of breath. 

Porky stared wide-eyed. "Gosh! that's bad, 
ain't it? he exclaimed. "But I just thought of 
somethin', maybe I can help you." 

"Well," began Porky, "my Uncle Dan, you 
know my gambling uncle, he always says, 
'Doubles or nothing'. " 

"Well?" asked the puzzled Janey. 

"Don't yoiu see?" asked Porky impatiently. 
"If your folks don't settle it between 'em you 
won't ihave any Thanksgiving. But if they cel- 
ebrate both Thanksgivings everybody'll be 
happy? See?" 

"Gee, Porky you're wonderful", said Janey 
Parky beamed with pride as Janey hurried 
home to reveal Porky' s great plan. 



WINGS 



MARY CLARK '41 

Dearest Blessed Mother: 

Once again Thanksgiving Day has come 
upon us. This year we will celebrate it on Nov- 
ember 21. Since it is a day on which every one 
gives thanks to God for the blessings He has 
'bestowed upon them during the year, I wish to 
let you know what I am thankful for. 

I am thankful for having been born and 
brought up in America. As you know America, 
today, is one of the few countries in the world 
that is not engaged in war. To me this means 
almost everything. 

The Mass, the greatest of all acts of wor- 
ship, is offered to God every day of the week 
and since I have been baptized a Catholic, I 
have the privilege of attending it every day. 
This fact alone makes me thankful and grate- 
ful for being alive. 

Good health, an asset every one wishes to 
have has been through the kindness of God, 
bestowed upon me. By having it I am able to 
perform my daily tasks without losing time. I 
wonder how many of us (have ever stopped to 
think about the good health bestowed upon us. 
If we have we are very thankful. 

The year which I have just completed has 
been a year full of (happiness and pathos. Yet 
in the end everything has turned., out all right. 

I wish to give thanks for the Catholic ed- 
ucation I am receiving in a good Catholic 
school; for the sisters and the priests who have 
given even their lives to teach the boys and 
girls how to become defenders of their faith 
and how to face the problems of life with a 

cheery outlook. 

If while you are reading this letter, dear- 
est Mother, you notice that I have omitted any- 
thing for which I should be thankful for re- 
member even though I didn't remember it I am 
thankful for it. 

Thank you, dearest Mother, for granting 
me the opportunity of writing this letter toy; i. 
I enjoyed the writing very much. 

Your loving daughter, 

MARY 






THANK GOD FOR GOD 



f 



It was a cold bleak day a s I walked through 
the park with my pipe in one hand and my 
dog',s leash in the other. The sun was just 
about to slip below the horizon and it seemed 
to be greeting a farewell as it shot streaks of 
orange-glow through the sky. My dog was romp- 
ing in the leaves trying very had to get me to 
play with him, but now, above all time, I could- 
n't; I was thinking! 

It was November twenty-first in the year 
of nineteen hundred and forty. I could remem- 
ber, it well even through the mist oi forty 
years. I was seventeen then and so young. 
What' would I not give to-day to have that youth 
now in the world as I know it to-day. Yes, at 
that' time there were strife and worry, war and 



ANTHONY PAUL '41 



hate, unemployment and misery. Still, in all 
those handicaps, we the youth of that day had 
cause for thanks. We had faith in the world to 
come! We "knew" that all these would end 
some day! 

We found that, above all other things, we 
believed in God and had the right to worship 
Him as we pleased. Our countrv had survived 
the perils of war, a great cause for Thanksgiv- 
ing . 

I had my family close to my side; I had 
many friends who are not with me to-day; 1 
had my youth, my ambition, my ideas which 1 
thought would conquer the entire world. — At 
least, I have tried. 



J 
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THE TORCH 



IMMORTALITY AND PURGATORY 



GEORGE KELLY '42 



If the doctrine of Heaven is inordinately 
sublime then the doctrine of Hell must seem 
intrinsically terrifying. The theological con- 
ception of Heaven consists in the (belief that 
there is a place where the just are permitted 
continually to enjoy the Beatific Vision and par- 
take in the spiritual joy s of Heaven as a re- 
ward for pursuing their lives in acoordance 
with the Laws prescribed by Christ. Heaven is 
not a philosophic conclusion; its existence is 
read and tangible. When the soul enters into 
Heaven, lit must be perfectly pure and free 
from all punishment of sin if it is to enjoy the 
felicitousness of Heaven. The conception of 
Heaven cannot be fully appreciated since man 
never attained continual happiness. At consid- 
erably frequent intervals we may have been 
permitted to experience the inexpressible com- 
fort of friendship or the ecstatic thrill of se- 
curity actuated by the fervor of religion; but 
have these emotions ever been consistent? 

The domain of his Satanic majesty appro- 
priates quite a different category of thought. If 
we admit of the existence of a place of eternal 
reward and bliss we cannot deny the existence 
of the extreme opposite, a place of infinite pun- 
ishment and damnation. To many of us Hell is 
an iUnfathoma'ble void where all-consuming fire 
rages and intense heat sears and scorches the 
souls of men. Agony and inexpressible pain are 
descriptive of this dimension; yet is the pain 
the same as bodily pain? Cardinail Newman 
states: ''Still so far as we are distinctly told 
that future life will be spent in a sense that 
does not apply to our present life." Emotions 



are the sufferings or joys of the soul; the great- 
est emotion is loneliness. To long to hear the 
strains of beautiful music once lieard and re- 
alize that is impossible; to catch a fleeting 
glimpse of beauty and have the vision snatched 
away 'brings deep-rooted pain — pain of soul. 
It seems to me that the pain of the torments 
of Hell will be the loss of the presence of God 
and the "all -consuming fire" will be rage at 
this loss. 

In every situation there is an intermediary 
point. Purgatory is the intermediary point in 
our case. When death frees the soul, God judg- 
es it. If the so>al has no grave transgressions 
to account for but only slight intrusions on 
goodness it hardly seems just to condemn that 
soul to eternal fire. Therefore we have need of 
a state where man may satisfy the punishment 
due to venial sin. This state is Purgatory- 
"While the doctrine of Purgatory is not clearly 
and unequivocally deduciible from Scripture 
passages" we may assume that the sufferings 
there are comparable to those of Hell but also 
there is ever the hope of release toward which 
to look. 

The souls are greatly in need of aid to ex- 
piate their debt. We are conscientiously bound 
to offer any spiritual aid possible. Almsgiving, 
self-mortification and prayer are the most effic- 
acious means to this end. The best way to in- 
augurate Catholic action for the Catholic Suff- 
ering is to lend to it all the spiritual aid poss- 
ible. 



THANK GOD FOR C. C. H. S. 



CARMEN MUSOATELL '42 



In the past ^ears class after class has grad- 
uated, gone out of O. O. H. S., but each and 
every graduate has at some time or other paus- 
ed to think, "Thank God that there was a C. C. 
H. S. for me; a C. C. H. S. where I received the 
help of Priests and Sisters; a G. G. H. S. where 
I received superior education; a G. C. H. S. to 
which I was proud to belong." 

These thoughts reveal the true apprecia- 
tion of every -student of C. C. H. & We, the 
present students, consider it an honor to be- 
long to Catholic Central High School, for we 
have an opportunity to uphold the principles 
aud traditions for which our school has been 
famous. As other, s have gone out of O. C. H. S. 
so will we, all trained on right principles. All 
following the laws of the Catholic church; all 
showing forth the education we have been giv- 
en. 



In extra-curricular activities, Catholic Cen- 
tral High School offers us a course in social 
action. The main activity is the Sodality of 
Our Blessed Mother, which provides work on 
the part of the students in which all must co- 
operate. Siportg have an important part in our 
school to-day. The different teams, when on 
the field or in the gym, are fighting to uphold 
the traditions of C. C. H. S. both in sports and 
sportsmanship. 

In general, after carefully reviewing the 
studies and activities of C. C H. S., we find 
that we must thank God that there ever was 
such a fine school, a fine faculty, and a fine 
student body as that of Catholic Central High 
School. 



THE TORCH 



5 



NOT FOR ME 



COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS 



FRANCES BANIAK '41 

if 

A cynical ha, lia, has escaped from the lips 
of the young chap as he slouched dejectedly 
across the lightly-fallen snow which lay as a 
spotless blanket across the avenue. Jealousdy 
he observed the crowd of bustling young men, 
women, and children who were hurrying in all 
directions that they might reach home as quick- 
ly as possible to participate in the festivities 
and do justice to the gobbler proudly awaiting 
them and trimmed with aid the niceties which 
go with it. Our cynical friend, however, was 
not in the slightest 'hurry for no such feast 
awaited him. Why, noibody even cared! 

"So this is Thanksgiving Day", mumbled 
he to himself," that day supposedly set aside 
from all others upon which all join in and give 
special thanks to their Maker. ^Thanksgiving? 
. . . for me? Don't make me laugh. What have 
I to be thankful for?" he asked half aloud, his 
voice growing more and more remorseful. "Oh! 
Perhaps I should be grateful fo<r that dirty, old, 
part-time job in the garage, or that hole I have 
to sleep in, or maybe even for the rags on my 
back? I suppose that I should be thankful for 
the way I had to slave after school while the 
other fellows were out enjoying themselves, 
the fact that I could be earning a good salary 
and be getting married if circumstances had 
not prevented my earning my way through 
college? Thanksgiving ? Huh." As he continued 
to observe the dark side of his life never once 
giving a single thought for that other bright, 
side, 

"Ungrateful Scrooge, we say wishing that 
the Ghost of the Present would come down and 
lead him across the ocean to the war-torn coun- 
tries of Europe. There ihe would see terror, 
desolation, hunger, cold, and sickness. His life 
would be as Heaven compared to that. The 
Ghost of the Present would then conduct him 
through every conn trv and even possibly stop 
at individual homes. We could then feel quite 
sure that the Ghost of the Future would then 
have a somewhat different story to relate to 
us. 



ANNE LiYDOiN '41 

It was a very cold November day as Joe 
stood on the corner of Fulton and Ninth Streets 
selling his papers. To the passers-by he was a 
familiar sight with his shock of red hair and 
multitude of large freckles sprinkled across 
his nose. Joe was about ten years old. On these 
cold November days he had to keep one hand 
in his pocket while he held the papers in his 
other gloveless hand. 

Joe had a sufficient number of "steadies" 
to make his business profitable, but today it 
took a great deal of effort for Joe to smile as 
he made change for his customers. 

Tomorrow was Thanksgiving Day and 
there was no turkey, mashed potatoes, cran- 
berries, ice cream to look forward to. His 
Thanksgiving was to be a little meal Mom 
could get together. But he wasn't complaining, 
he knew it wasn't easy for Mom. Still, you 
couldn't blame him for wishing. 

On his way home after his last paper bad 
been sold, he went in church to make his daily 
visit. While kneeling in the last seat he began 
to count his blessings. 

"Why, how selfish I have been", he thought, 
"I have Mom, a good iCIatholic home, a right 
to worship in the church I please, a good bus- 
iness. I don't have to run to bomb shelters at 
the blow of a whistle." 

A prayer of thanksgiving, a smile for Christ 
and he was on his way again. 

As Joe walked in the door he greeted his 
mother with a broad smile and a "Hello, Mom." 

"What a fine boy I have raised," thought 
Mary Riley as -she warmly returned her son's 
smile and greeting. She, too, found something 
to ibe thankful for — a son who knew the real 
meaning of Thanksqiving. 



THANKSGIVING REVERIE 



SHIRLEY VAN HEUSEN '43 



The wood cracked and sputtered in the 
great fireplace; the white bear rug that was 
spread in front of it was as warm as toast, and 
the girl lying on it was made more beautiful 
by the soft shadows about her. 

As you look more closely at her you can 
see that she had been crying, and even now in 
her sleep every once in a while a convulsive 
sob shook her tiny frame. 

In iher dreams her mother was again sitting 
in the big blue chair, and she was leaning 
against her, feeling the soft hand stroke her 
head. But then all went black, and again the 
picture cleared only to show the coffin as it 
struck the bottom of the grave. Blackness, then 



it cleared again. This time she saw a beautiful 
woman clothed completely in white. From head 
to foot she seemed to glow. All about her was 
a golden radiance. 

"Ann, Ann, wake up. It is Thanksgiving 
Day," came a voice from the door. 

Jumping out of (bed she ran to heir mother, 
and putting: her arms about her she said, "Last 
night I was arguing with Jack about what I 
had to be thankful for. He told me I had a 
home, you and him, but I just laughed. During 
the night 'I had the most horrible nightmare. 
Now I realize the value of what he said. Indeed 
it was Thanksgiving Da v. 
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THE TORCH 



THANKS FOR WHAT 



"Well, Jimmy," said Mr. Martin, "tomor- 
row's Thanksgiving Day, the day on which we, 
along with the hundred thirty million other 
people in America are to give thanks to God 
for the blessings we have received during the 
past year." 

"Gosh, Dad," replied Jimmy, "maybe the 
rest of America have something to be thankful 
for but I don't see how this family has been 
blessed during the past year. We've had so 
much hard luck. First, you lost your jotb at the 
plant, then mother got sick and had to have 
that operation which cost so much that the 
bank took over our house and finally, I had to 
go and break my arm. I wouldn't exactly call 
these blessings. Oh and another thing, even our 
Thanksgiving dinner this year won't be any- 
where near as elaborate as it used to be. Don't 
get me wrong, I'm not complaining but I'd like 
to know just what we've got to 'be thankful 
tor." 

"Well, son," answered Mr. Martin, "first 
before answering your question I'd like to say 
that I'm rather disappointed in you. I thought 
that by this time you (realized the great bless- 
ings that are yours (but I see that you appar- 
ently do not. Why, son, the mere fact that you 
have a place you can call home, think of the 
millions of war refugees in the world today who 
are without homes, that you have money enough 
to buy some sort of substantial meal, and a 
father and mother to care for you, aren't these 
reasons enough for you to be thankful. Then, on 
top of all these, one of the greatest blessings 



CATHERINE McCAFFREY '41 

you have is the fact that you are an American 
living in a free democratic country where you 
can say what you want, worship as you 
please, without the terrible fear of a concen- 
tration camp forever hanging over your head. 
Then, too, America is a land of equal oppor- 
tunity. You may have a right to complain now, 
Jimmy, but it won't always be this way. 

In a few years tvom now you'll be out in 
the world making your own way. If you're in- 
dustrious and ambitious you can climb to the 
top just as so many other Americans have done 
in the past. I'll admit that things don't seem 
so bright just now but we must be patient. 
Things are bound to break for us and then we'll 
be back where we were a few years ago. No 
one should ever despair while living in such 
a great country as America where opportunity 
is forever knocking on the door. I hope I've 
made you realize a few of the things for which 
you should be thakful and I also hope that 
throughout your life you will always remem- 
ber them." 

"You certainly have, Dad. What a dope I've 
'been, taking all these wonderful things for 
granted, nbver stopping to think what a bless- 
ing each one is in itself. However, I assure you 
that in the future I will never forget to take 
these things into consideration. It may seem 
strange to you, Dad, but I have a feeling that 
tomorrow is going to be the best Thanksgiving 

ever." 

"It's not so strange, Jimmy," replied Mr. 
Martin, "now that you know and understand 
the real meaning behind Thanksgiving." 



NOVEMBER SPORTS 



WILLIAM DRISLA.NE '41 



November is a very important month in 
the world of sports. Football and soccer season 
are just about over and basketball and ice 
hockey are ready to take their place. 

During the month of November we en- 
gage in many sports, the most important is 
foottall. During the fall season of the year 
everyone i s excited over this great game. Foot- 
ball is now played with eleven-man teams and 
six^man teams. Most of the smaller colleges 
and schools take part in six-man football. This 
game is more exciting when played with six 
men. There are long runs and completed pass- 
es. The game is harder on the players than 
regular football because the field is much larg- 
er and end player demands speed. Regular 
football is the more popular of the two because 
of the fact that not much six-man football is 
played. 

iSoccer also shares the fall program with 
football. This sport is played in: Latin 
American countries and in Europe. The game 
demands speed, endurance and a spirit to win. 
Most of the players are fast on their feet and 
good thinkers. These are two important points 
of a good player. The Spanish peoole have been 
the masters of this sport since its beginning. 



In the later part of November coaches all 
over the country make calls for basketball can- 
didates. Bfasketball is the most important sport 
of them all and also makes more money than 
any other. People like this game because it is 
played indoors and usually at night. These 
games are very thrilling and often are not won 
mntil the final minute of play or in over-time 
period. Professional basketball games are very 
rough and often many fights occur. Basketball 
players must be able to take it both mentally 
and physically. They must have good eyesight 
and be able to handle a ball well. Many a ball 
game has >been lost by bad passes and poor ball 
handling. 

Near the end of November or beginning of 
December ice hockey begins. This is the most 
dangerous game of them all. Games are usual- 
ly played indoors so as to have continuous ice 
throughout the season. Men who play this game 
must be very good skaters and must be able to 
stop on a dime. Most of the players come from 
Canada where they play hockey "before they 
are able to walk." The American public loves 
hockey because of its thrills and spills and 
most of all because of the numerous rights. 



THE TORCH 



«* iku** 



■*% 



■ 



MY FAILING 



I have a marvelous knack for losing or mis- 
placing things. As a matter of fact, I can lose 
or misplace practically anything. I understand 
that this fault is characteristic of all boys, but 
I'm afraid that manhood won't change me in 
this irespect. Since my father is also guilty of 
this fault, I've probably inherited it. 

To illustrate What I mean, let me give you 
some examples. First, I want to make a dis- 
tinction between 'losing and misplacing. I con- 
sider something lost when no searching will 
find it. I misplace isomething when I know I 
have it in my possession but don't know just 
where. Last month when I wanted to refer to 
an article I had read in a popular magazine I 
went to the bookstand to get the copy and 
found it missing. I inquired of my father and 
brothers who knew nothing about it. When my 
mother didn't know where it was, that settled 
it. It was lost. When mv mother doesn't know 
where a thing is, it's hopelessly lost. 

There are many examples I could give for 
misplacing things because I am guilty of this 
many times a day. Last week my aunt gave me 
the keys to her house to go to make a phone 
call. I made the call and returned, but once I 



ANTHONY CAPUANO '41 



entered the house, my mind was a complete 
blank as to where I left the keys. After look- 
ing in every conceivable place, I finally found 
them on the dining room buft'et where I had 
unconsciously put them. 

Now, you may wonder whether I'm trying 
to correct this fault. Frankly, I haven't tried 
as I've practically accepted it as hereditary, 
but my mother has taken the matter into her 
own capable hands. There was a time when I 
would have to go over with my mother a list 
of things I would need for the day, and she 
would go about finding them for me. The funny 
part of it was that nine out of ten time s she 
would find them where they were supposed to 
be — • in the drawer, the shoe bag or closet. 
Now, she won't get anything fior me until I, 
myself, have looked. The procedure will even- 
tually cure me. After I liave looked, or rather 
skimmed over the top of the drawer and peek- 
ed into the closet, she will agree to find it for 
me if I'll accept a proposition. Her exact words 
are always: "If I find it, mav I hit vooi with it?". 

I've learned through experience not to ac- 
cept this proposition because my mother usual- 
ly wins, and it isn't funny getting hit with 
shoes or books. 



- 






"GRATEFUL FOR HIS BENEFITS" 

VERONICA HUNTER '41 

President Washington expressed perfectly 
the spirit of the day in his Thanksgiving Pro- 
clamatK>n of 178(9 — 

"Whereas it is the duty of all nations to 
acknowledge God, to obey His will, to be grate- 
ful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His 
protection, aid and favors, I do recommend and 
assign Thursday, the '26th day of November 
next, to ibe devoted by the people of these 
States to the service of that great and glorious 
Being, who is the Beneficient Author of all the 
good that was, that is, and that will be; that 
we may then all unite in rendering unto Him 
our sincere and humble thanks for his kind 
care and protection of the people of this Coun- 
try, and ( for all the great and various favors 
which He has been pleased to confer upon us?" 

As we approach Thanksgiving Day, 1940, 
we become increasingly mindful of the many 
things for which we can and should be thank- 
ful this year. As we look about us and see the 
modern world in which we live we must real- 
ize that compared with the New England Col- 
onist or even those Americans >of a few decades 
ago, we are practically living in an earthly 
paradise. 

Let us, among other things, be thankful 
that those earlier generations had the courage 
to colonize this continent and through their 
pioneering and enterprise lay the foundation of 
•opportunity. Let us be worthy of the heritage 
which is ours; let us give thanks for what we 
have and pray that we may have the courage 
and strength not only to preserve this great 
democracy but to make America an even better 
place in which to live for generations to come. 



NOVEMBER 



JOAN KAVANAGH '41 

- 

Of the twelve months in the year I know 
of none more filled with events than Novem- 
ber, my favorite month. I really do love all the 
feasts and holidays celebrated during Novem- 
ber. The entire month is devoted by Holy 
Church to the suffering souls and that is in 
itself enough to make this month loved by all 
charitable Christians. 

To start off the list of feasts we shall nat- 
urally start with the Feast of All Saints which 
occurs on the first day. No dooiibt, each of us 
has his or her particular saint to whom he 
prays, but I can think of nothing more fitting 
than the setting aside of this one day on which 
Mother Church honors all her saints great or 
small. 

Following the celebration for the Saints 
in glory our minds turn to the Saints in suffer- 
ing — the poor souls in purgatory- On Novem- 
ber 2 we pour out our charity and prayers for 
the release of those in that place of pain. 

Next we have Armistice Day. I hardly need 
go into detail about the significance of this day. 
We have only to look at Europe today and see 
the dreadful conditions existing there, to be 
eternally grateful for peace in our country. 
Should we not pray that we will be spared the 
ravages of war? 



Thanksgiving! A holiday, a turkey dinner, 
but above all a day set aside for the giving of 
thanks for all our gifts — our faith, our life, 
our home, our education, our peace, our govern- 
ment, our security, our America. 



mmtm 
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RAMBLINGS 




Is division of 
the Sodality 
necessary for a 
work that is 



t o 
God 

every- 
Have 

shown 



supposed 
make 
known 
where? 
s o ;m e 

themselves s o 
uniwilling to co- 
operate with our 
leader s that a 
division is ire- 
quired ? I'm af- 
raid some have. 
It ; seems unbe- 
i'evable, but it is 
tiue. Fellow Socialist, turn a new leaf and prove 
to our leaders that if given another chance you 
will be Active members. Start row. Don't delay. 

* * * 

On Friday, November 8, a Mass for Peace 
was offered in the school auditorium under the 
auspices of the Eucharistic Committee. Prayer 
is the best means we have at arriving at world 
peace. The Pope urges our efforts towards "the 
ultimate triumph of the kingdom of God on 
earth". Let us cooperate with him and help to 
realize this end by arming ourselves with pray- 
er, our greatest weapon. 

* * * 

Why Leaflets. That is the title of the leaf- 
lets which are placed in the various business 
places of the city, explaining some point of 
'Catholic doctrine which often causes perplex- 
ity among people. They make interesting and 
enjoyable reading. 

Toy Drive. It is not too early to begin to 
plan for the toy drive. Unlike other years, the 
drive this year will be held under the leader- 
ship of all the committees combined. During 
past years, the drive has always met with great 
success, but this year let's top all previous 
success by bringing in and helping to repair 
all the toys we possibly can. The toys you have 
at home mean nothing to you, but think what 
they will mean to some poor child at Christ- 
mas time. Bring in a toy and make some child's 
Christmas a joy. 

3JS 3f» w/t 

Messenger of Sacred Heart. The fact that 
Catholic High has some iboys and girls who 
enjoy good, clean, wholesome, Catholic reading 
was shown by the sale of over six hundred 
copies of the Messenger of the Sacred Heart. 
Such a variety of material is found in this per- 
iodical that all are bound to find something of 
interest. It is a worthwhile investment and is 
within everyone's means, 

* * * 

Thanksgiving Basket. Did you bring in 
your contribution for the Thanksgiving Basket? 
The Social Action Committee wishes to thank 
all those who bave done so much either in 
offering contribution of food or of transporta- 
tion. Such good work will not ro unrewarded, 
for God blesses all those who help His poor. 



FASHION MART 

HELEN BEINSON '41 

Our boys will probably take the girl s skat- 
ing over the Thanksgiving holidays, and ac- 
cording to the authorities the only way to con- 
tinue having skating dates is to wear a smart 
outfit. For the colder lassies there are many 
ski-suits particularly attractive in gabardine; 
while the warm-blooded girls can blossom forth 
in many varied skirts of either velveteen, wool, 
or papluim. The short skirt is wonderful for 
figure skating but "Madamoiselle" suggests the 
slightly longer .one for the average skater. 
(They are warmer to and from the rink.) 
Bright knee socks and colored stockings com- 
pliment your skirt while protecting you from 
the wind. One stunning model wears a scarlet 
velveteen skirt with a bright green quilted 
jacket, trimmed with white angora. To com- 
plete her outfit, she has white angora mitts, 
cap, and socks. — Quelle belle fille! 

$ ♦ $ 

Although this is not strictly fashions', if 
you want to (be in the "swing", I'd suggest that 
all you "jute-box" devotees hear that new re- 
lease, "Scrub Me, Momma, With the Boogie 
Beat." Some other good records are Bob Cros- 
by's "Down Argentine Way" and "Five O'Clock 
Whistle" by Fitzgerald's Orchestra. 

To add color to those national broadcasts 
of important games, have some recordings of 
college songs. An especially good record is the 
"Notre Dame Victory March" with "Rambling 

flnui 

Wreck from Georgia Tech" backing it. They 

are sung by Dick Powell and the glee club. 

* * * 

According to Scholastic, — Boys 
1. Hate knee socks. 

Hate angora sweaters. 

Like lever lai^l sradgets. 

Like ibows or flowers in a girl's hair. 

Hate pmrple Unstick. 

Hate thick soled shoes. 

Like reversilbles and saddles., 

Like quiet jewelry — not noisy bracelets. 

#J» rjf 3JS 
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I doubt if it is fashionable to read books — 
but it is definitely necessary. One particularly 
enjoyable book is The Morning Rising, the 
story of Elizabeth Seton's girlhood. Everyone 
will find just what she wants in this book, for 
it is quite varied. It i s a novel, but it contains 
some facts which give us a true view on the 
life of this charming person. Elizaibeth Bay ley 
— - later Mrs. iSeton — enjoyed a very rare 
childhood, and most of it developed in her those 
qualities which were displayed during her car- 
eer. 

* * * 



Patriotism — nice, isn't it! 

That used to be the opinion of 

but recently fashioners have made 

most important theme. Bracelets, 

vanities, lapel-gadgets, and even 

found in the very famed "red, white, 

While keeping us "America-minded", 

gets are also cute. 

* # * 



every one 
this their 
lipsticks, 
skirts are 
and blue." 
these gad- 



Happy Thanksgiving! Don't eat too much! 
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The final game with LaSalle was 
pflayed at Notre Dame Field. The Purple and 
White made a valiant stand against a team 
which outweighed them but that could not in 
four quarters get the best of their spirit. The 
Kaydets were sure that their first team would 
see little service in that game but they were 
due for a very unpleasant surprise. In our opin- 
ion that first team got a better workout in 
those four quarters than they did in all the 
rest of their games together with the possible 
exception of the Nott Terrace game. So much 





for the opposition. One of the outstanding feat s 
of that game was the way our line ruined plays 
that worked perfectly against such teams as 
C. B. A. and Troy High. We can readily sym- 
pathize with Mr. Welch and his boys for when 
Charley Beidl, Dick Cbughlin, "Doc" Jensen, 

Bill D'Allaird, "Red" McLaughlin or Phil Barr- 
ett hit you, you know it. We can speak from 
experience. Another surprise package handed 
the enemy was the great passing attack un- 
loosed by Tommy Kenna and "Big Dick". These 
passes went to the ends in seemingly unen ding- 
succession. Eid Radigan and "Brother John" 
Drislane pulled in some beauties but Ted Ban- 
ia, without a doubt, dominated the field. Ted 




scored our lone touchdown with one of these 
passes and came nearly scoring another. Danny 
Moore who did his best running of the season 
was in top form. Even "Big Dick" 's boots were 
better than par and Tommy Kenna hit his sea- 
son peak. We would, however, like to give plen- 
ty of special credit to "Ike" Ring who called 
signals with a spirit that was infectious and 
who returned kicks on an average of twenty 
vards. 




The season's final results are one win, two 
losses, and two ties, quite an improvement 
over last year. The fair rooters seem to ap- 
prove! 
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EULEElN SHAN1LEY '42 

Up to the fifth floor we went again this 
week, this time to 506, a room weH-known to 
all art students. Each pupil is interested in 
and enthusiastic about the school, the home- 
room, the sodality and all the projects spon- 
sored by the sodality. This was clearly shown 
by their first meeting which was extraordinar- 
ily good. In fact, all the freshman homerooms 
had meetings which were surprisingly well- 
planned and well-conducted. If you keep on 
this way, freshmen, by the time you are senior s 
we won't have any adjectives which are good 
enough to describe you. 

Betty Eidmans '44, was the person who 
should take a bow for the splendid meeting in 
506 that we were just discussing. Betty is the 
chairman of the literature committee and has 
shown an amazing aptitude for her work from 
the very beginning. (Since the homeroom has 
cooperated with her in all her projects, Betty 
expects to exhibit a shining record at the end 
•of the year. Much luck to you, Betty, for we 
expect you to be among the leaders of the class 



In this room another officer who is setting 
a rapid pace is Joseph Esposito '44. Joseph is 
the mission chairman and claims that he has 
never encountered woirk that absorbs his in- 
terest &o> much as mission work does. A com- 
pletely successful paper drive has been com 



pleted and a medicine drive is now on that 
promises to be just as satisfactory. The attend- 
ance from 506 at the mission meetings in Ailb- 
any has been large and Joseph thinks it will 
grow rapidly. Just as soon as the reports of 
the enjoyable time had there reach the ears of 
the other freshmen, more buses will have to be 
ordered. 

Richard Degnan '44 and Jane Clinton '4i4, 
are the Eucharistic and Social Action chairmen. 
Richard sold all his Sacred Heart Messengers 
and is said to have the 'largest number of sub- 
scriptions in the school. This is a fine tribute 
to your salesmanship, Dick. Such fine work as 
his and Jane's deserves at least a few orchids, 
if not from Walter Winchell, then from The 
Torch. 

The artistic atmosphere in 506 must have 
inspired John Coleman '44, when he drew his 
magnificent picture of the thorn-covered head 
of Christ. You haven't seen it yet? Let nothing 
detain you! It's on exhibition in 510 where it 
has been marvelled at by all who have seen 
it. If you haven't been up on the fifth floor re- 
cently, you must make it a point to go immed- 
iately. Jack's plans for the future include a 
pencil -drawing of Sister Mary iCHement, his 
civics teacher. Ask Sister about it. 

■ ■ 

The freshman team is said to be ready and 
eager to start their first game. An enviable 
record has been left by last year's team, but 
we are confident they can surpass it. Another 
record which a member of the class Of '44 is 
trying to equal is the one left by Ed, Bill and 
Jim Ryan to their brother, Tom. Tom comes 
from 400 and is considered the "white hope" 
of the freshman class. This fine team deserves 
your support, freshmen. iSix-thirty isn't too 
early to come to see them play. Your support 
may be the making or breaking of your team. 



THE TORCH BOOK OF THE MONTH 

Hitler's Germany — The Nazi Background 
to War by Karl Loewenstein. (The MaciMillan 
Company $1.7i&). The creation of the Third 
Reich by Adolph Hitler, the ten of the 
government and the Nazi regime in action pre- 
sents a most timely treatment of Germany yet 
written. Today's headlines were written in the 
thoughts of these leader s in the past years. A 
valuable book for the discriminate reader. 



THE TRUNK SHOP 



351 BROADWAY 



BRIEF CASES — UMBRELLAS — BILLFOLDS — HANDBAGS 






ZIPPER BAGS FOR BOOKS AND GYM OUTFITS 

"A Good Place to Buy Luggage" 
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LISTENING IN 



The faculty and student body of the school 
extend sincere sympathy to Frank Hoffmeister 
'44, whose brother Joseph died recently. 

Compassionate Lord Jesus, 
grant him rest and peace. 



To Mary Kehn, Juliana Marcil and Dorothy 
Matthews the Torch Board extends sincere ap- 
preciation for typing Torch copy. Thank you, 
girls. 

Hats off to the Sodality officers of the 
school for their splendid little paper, "News 
Sense"! Tihey are doing such a grand job that 
we adl look forward to its appearance every 
week. By the way, boys and girls, let's not for- 
get to pay for "New Sense" when we receive 
it; the price is just one prayer. 

We wish to thank Father Mulqueen and 
Father Hinds for making possible the Peace 
Mass of November 8. 

The (Riding Club ably represented C. C. 
H. S. in the recent horseshow held by the 
schools of the vicinity, taking honors in the 
Advanced Seat and Hands division, the Inter- 
mediate Seat and Hands division, the Costume 
Ride. Congratulations, girls! 

The Class of '42 has a very talented artist 
in the person of William Davin. William paint- 
ed that poster of Christ on the Cross which 
can be seen on the third fl i oor bulletin board, 
south. 

We wish to express our heartiest congrat- 
ulations to Mr. Walsh and the members of 
the orchestra. They played at a C. Y. O. rally 
in St. Mary's Hall not so long ago and played 
so well that they were complimented by Bishop 
Gibbons. We think that's really doing well. 

The members of the football team deserve 
a word of praise for their grand season. We 
saw you play LaSalle, boys, and you were splen- 
did. 

We wish to express our gratitude to all 
who brought in old clothes for the Old Clothes 
Drive and to those who helped make our 
Thanksgiving Drive successful. 



Lucy Mele '42 captured three one hundreds 
in the three Shorthand I tests given first quart- 
er. We think anyone who can do that deserves 
a little praise from us. 

The Senior Class can boast of a rising 
young author in its midst — none other than 
Hugh Reynolds. Your football story went over 
big, Hugh. 

A Torch box will be placed in the library. 
Any school news which you would like pub- 
lished, or any suggestions ahout The Torch 
itself may be placed in it. Remember The 
Torch ib your paper, the voice of the student 
body, and your suggestions will be appreciated. 

* * * 

Did You Know: 

That the Latin HI students have actually 
bought a Latin newspaper? 

That James Leathern is wanted by Holly- 
wood as a bodyguard to Shirley Temple? 

That Charles Marchese had liquid air pour- 
ed on him at the recent demonstration and 
says that there is nothing to it? 

That Rose Japour thinks St. Valentine's 
day is a holy day of obligation? 

* *£ 3p 

Tintypes: 

FRsEiSHMAN GIRL: A short, blond miss 
who closely resembles her Senior sister. She 
was a recent participant in the horseshow. 

SOPHOMORE BOY: A tall, well-built mem- 
ber of the football squad who resides in 405. 

JUNIOR GUROL: A short, blond asset of the 
Junior Class. (She has taken the part of an 
angel in past plays. 

iSElNIOR BOY: The Jitterbug of the Senior 
Class! He is short with brown hair — and he 
wears glasses. 

* * * 

Answers to Last Issue's Tintypes: 
Freshman Boy: Joseph Landrigan 
Sophomore Girl: Isabelle Crispo 
Junior Boy: Jack O'Brien 
Senior Girl: EUlalia Hart 

Answers to This Issue's Tintypes: 

•8lXo<3 pa *^oa JOIU3S 
•BUJ-ea i3uirv -UIO -loranf 

•pji'eilV.a Aim :^ce eaouioqdos 
•sxaAvoj atref :mf) umuijse,!^ 
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AN AMERICAN CREDO. 

Now that election is over and the tension 
has relaxed, we settle down once again to our 
regular routine. 

Some are cynical and disappointed over 
the defeat of their candidate but those whose 
party was victorious are jubilant. Now that 
the conflict i s over, there are no "Democrats", 
there are no "Repulblicans"; we are all Amer- 
icans. 

It is the concern of Americans to cooperate 
with their president and lawmakers, to be gen- 
erous, patient and above all to fight for the 
preservation of the rights and ideals of free 

men. 

One man alone is not capable of carrying 
on the affairs of a nation. Riy our good-will, we, 
as citizens, must make his task lighter. We, 
as Americans, must realize that the carrying 
of the affairs of a troubled world on one man's 
shoulders is no light burden. We must not for- 
get always to have an open -mind and an un- 
biased feeling toward our leaders. Since not 



one of us is infallible, since we are all "err- 
ing" humans, we should be humble and sincere 
enough to overlook the shortcomings of others 
and help rather than condemn them. Let our 
officials feel confident that they have the sup- 
port of a solid American democracy behind 
them, that they will not be thwarted in what 
they propose for the peace and happiness of 
America. It is at thi s critical time that our 
trust is most vitally important. Let us have a 
sane, normal outlook and extend our heartiest 
congratulations for the splendid achievements 
of the past. 

We have much for which to be thankful, 
but little to regret for America has kept a 
level-head. The selfishness of a few men has 
not influenced the existence of our democracy. 

During this time of thanksgiving let us 
raise our hearts in a prayer of gratitude to 
that AlMCnowing "Oiief Executive" who has giv- 
en us so much for which to be thankful, to the 
Prince of Peace, who guides American foot- 
steps along the pathway of its lofty aims. 



THANKS FOR AMERICA! 

All through the years, from the founding 
of our beloved country, until today, we have 
set aside one day as a da- on which to thank 
God for all His gifts. Every year, there have 
been many things for which to be thankful. 
This year, however, with its strife and war- 
torn lands in Europe, brings us to the Feet of 
Christ to thank Him for America. 

It takes a world crisis, with the ancient 
civilizations of the Old World tumbling down 
in ruins, to make us understand what we failed 
to comprehend during the peaceful years that 
our own United States, "the land of hope and 
freedom" is, indeed, a blessing from God. On 
Thanksgiving Day, 1940, we realize just how 
glad we are to be able to say "We are Americ- 
ans." 

During these days, much is written about 
national defense in order to protect the country 
from invasion. Much is spoken about the cruel, 
heartless dictators of Europe and the unscrup- 
ulous means they are using to siulbjugate the 
peoples of the Old World to satisfy their greed 
for power. 

We are not ridiculing these facts for na- 
tional defense is a measure that not only ought 
to be carried through but a measure which 
must be carried through if we are to protect 
our country from any foreign influences that 
tend to undermine it. Too much stress, how- 
ever, is laid on these gloomy thoughts of in- 
vasion and war. We are not at war; America 
is still free. Our stars and stripes still wave 
o'er our land. These are the thoughts that 
should fill our minds at this time. 

We cannot be gloomy when we consider 
all these privileges. We cannot be worried or 
downcast, but with joyful hearts will we thank 
God if we keep this picture in mind: America 
does not stand alone in this crisis — Above her 
waving fields of grass, her roaring rivers and 
peaceful lakes, high above her green valleys 
and crested mountains, beyond the blue sky 
dotted with fleecy clouds, stands Mary — The 
Immaculate Conception — Patroness and Pro- 
tctress of America. 
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LITERARY RAMBLINGS 



MARY FELLOWS '41 




Pro Parvulis Book Club, which sends out, every 
two months, five new books which are con- 
sidered the most interesting and the most dur- 
ably and beautifully made, the phrase "Good 
Books, Good Friends," assumes major import- 
ance in our daily school life. 

v <P V 



One who cultivates a taste for good read- 
ing is truly a wealthy man. At Catholic High 
there are plenty of opportunities to enrich one- 
self in the fine arts of reading. A person who 
honestly enjoys a good book has something no 
one can ever take from him, something stored 
up inside him always waiting for the right time 
to come to the fore and cheer him up. Many 
new books have recently been added to our 
library to say nothing of our old friends in 
new covers which will adorn the library 
shelves. In all these new books, the plots are 
all presented in one interesting literary style. 
From mysteries to mathematics, the library 
has them all. 



For our ambitious business students, 
Secretary's Handbook by Williard Leighton 
shoiuld prove extremely helpful to them in per- 
fecting their skill in business matters and in 
learning how to conduct themselves when they 
are out in the world earning their daily bread. 



* * * 



Some of the very new books which will 
grace the shelves of Catholic High's library 



are: 



Speaking of -mysteries, have you perused 
the pages of Murder in a Nunnery by Eric 
Shephard? You have never seen a mystery 
"thriller" until you have made the acquaint- 
ance of Shephard's newest mystery. For 
the musicailly minded among us, there is the 
Stories of a Hundred Operas by Mendelsohn. 
When reading His Dear Persuasion by Kathar- 
ine Burton one is filled with a heavenly desire 
to experience, perhaps, His Dear Persuasion 
amidst the realities of modern life. It is defin- 
itely a problem to consider what answer we 
shall give Him. 



* 



* 



* 



For our leisure moments (?) in the library, 
if we do not feel quite up to a book, our stock 
•of interesting magazines is exceptionally well 
selected. For those who want to keep up with 
everyday events we have America, the Catholic 
Digest and Newsweek, to mention but a few. 
One magazine which we enjoy very much and 
one which we know will interest our youmg 
ladies is the Catholic Girl, which contains all 
the things a modern, up-to-date girl should 
know. 



* 



November 10th to 16th was known as Book 
Week. In observance of Book Week posters 
made by the pupils were exhibited. Because 
Catholic Hi recently .became t member of the 



Bess of Cobb's Hill by Enid Dinnis. 

When the Sorghum Was High by Rev. John 
Considine. 

So Falls the Elm Tree by Rev. John Bonn. 

Heroes of the Air by Fraser. 

Literary Lapses by Leacock. 

Out of the Fog by John C. Lincoiln. 

His Dear Persuasion by Katharine Burton. 

Living With the Church by Otto Haering, 
O. S. B. 

Butler's Lives of the Saints (iComiplete 
set). 

Business As a Career by Rogers 
Hunger Fighters by Paul de Kruf. 
Pan a ram a by Eaton. 

The Girl Who Was Marge by Edith Tall- 
ant. 

Life of Dicken's by Leacock.. 
Second Spring by Emmett La very 



Have you read "Twin Nuns Exemplify", a 
topic in The St. Bonaventure? The story is a 
biographical sketch of twin sisters who were 
in l'ove with God and both entered the Order of 
St. Francis at Alleghany. They also have a 
sister in the Convent of Mercy at Watertown, 
N. Y. God certainly blesses some families 
abundantly, doesn't He? 









. 
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LE CERCLE FRANCAIS 



Tiens, tiens, vous voulez une explication 
des ses harmonieux qui sortaient de la 
grande salle mercredi le treize novembre. II me 
fait grand plaisir de vous donner un coup 
d'oeil de notre programme musical francais et 
si vous avez envie d'obtenir plus de renseign- 
ments demandez-les a ces eleves de la pre- 
miere annee qui ont eu le malheur d'etre les 
victimes de rinitiation. 

Le Programme 

1. Nous V'oulon s Dieu . . Chanson par tous 

les eleves 

2. Discours par le president . . Joan Kavanagh 

3. Petit Monsieur Echo 

Loretta Nadeau, Elizabeth Nadeau, Mar- 
ilyn Powers, Helen Benson, Anne Deahy, 
'Christine Leahy, Eugenia Benedict, Alene 
Smith, Mary Fellows, Evelyn Smith. 

4. Savez-vous Planter Les Choux 

Dan McGrath, Franis Baniak, Mary Bond, 
Beverly Quinn, Catherine McCaffrey, 
Barbara Rate. 



5. Au Claire de la Liune . . 

Claire Voit 



Belle Rosine 



6. Bonjour Belle Rosine La Chanson 

Margaret Evers, Frances Liberty, Helen 
O'Connell, Jane Cotch, Joan Luddy. 

7. Initiation des eleves de la premier annee 

Joan Kavanagh, Catherine McCaffrey. 

8. Marlborough 

Les garcons de la troisieme annee 

9. Jeanne d' Arc Solo — Ruth Powers 

Mary Flynn, Rosemary Sheehy, Betty 
Bradley, Rita Ducharme, Ellen Keary. 



10. Alouette Tous les eleves 

11. Une question posee a Monsieur l'Abbee 

Tessier 
La response. 

12. Que Dieu Benisse rAmerique. 

Avez-vous remaraue que la dernier e chan- 
son de notre programme est une chanson pop- 
ulaire Americaine Grace a deux de nos mem- 
bres Jeanne Quinn et Helene Ramroth et l'aide 
de Reverend C. Henri Tessier nous en avons 
une traduction francaise. Peut etre voulez-vous 
essayer de la chanter vouis^meme: 

Dieu Benisse L'Amerique 

Dieu benisse rAmerique, terre adoiree, 

Soit protegee, bien gardee, 

Au grand soir par le flambeau celeste, 

De 'la montagne, a la prairie, 

Jusqu' au vaste ocean; 

Dieu benisse 1'Amerique, mon coeur d'amour. 

De la montagne, a la prairie, 

Jusqu' au vaste -ocean; 

Dieu benisse 1'Amerique. mon coeur d'amour. 

Etes-vou s cnrieux de savoir la question que 
nous avons posee a l'Abbee Tessier? Ecoutez 
bien et nous vous raconterons un secret. 
L'Abibee Tessier a voulu bien devenir le presid- 
ent honoraire de notre Cerole Francais. II est 
toujours francais et nous sommes tres flers de 
l'avoir comme notre chef. 

Nous nou s demandons ou Elizabeth Hola- 
han a recu 1'impression que Vercingetoirix etait 
une jolie jeune fille, peut-etre a cause de notre 
club d' equitation. Faites attention, Elizabeth, 
tons ceux qui montent a cheval ne sont pas 
feminins. 



o 





i 



■o-c 



o 



o 



<>• 



o 



o 



Dial 4-6940 



o 



o 



GLEASON COMPANY, INC. 

Manufacturing Jewelers 

Class Rings, Pins and Engraved Commencement Invitations 



Special Order Work 



683 BROADWAY 



CO 

a 



General Jewelry Repairing I 

o 



ALBANY, N. Y. 



o 



o 



* ' ■ ■ 



o 



<) 



o 



o 



o 







>{> 



o 



o 



o 



o 



o 



o 



THE TORCH 



15 



STOP! READ! LEARN! 



SEINIQR RINGS 

At this time each year it is the custom of 
the Senior Class to select their class ring. This 
is an affair of momentous importance to Sen- 
iors, and this year the Glass of '41 will have 
three separate rings from which to choose: 
one with a dull antique finish, one with a shiny, 
glossy gold or one with a stone. As a result of 
this arrangement everyone will receive a ring 
which he himself likes and will be proud to 
own. All three of these rings are exceptionally 
beautiful and it will be a difficult matter to 
choose. 



Joan Farrell, Jane Butler, Leona Quigley, Grace 
Byrne, Anne McGowan, and Barbara Hawley. 



*P sJC 5j» 

SCIEiNlOE AT PLAY 

The more scientifically inclined students of 
Catholic High witnessed a brilliant spectacle 
of modern science on Ocfcofoer 3.1 in our audi- 
torium. The demonstration of liquid air was 
conducted by Mr. Sloan. The properties of this 
marvelous discovery are truly wonderful and 
amazing. Can you imagine a crunchy banana 
changed into a substance hard enough to be 
used as a hammer? Such entertaining and ed- 
ucational features are welcomed "by the stud- 
ents of Catholic High. 

# * # 



MIEiDIIEiVAL JOURNAL 

The Minervean €lub published the first 
issue of their paper during the week of Nov- 
ember 10. The purpose of this paper is to coll- 
ect research material on oriental countries, 
particularly Eigypt. 

The following members were chosen to 
edit this paper: 

(Staff Editor — Bernard Burke 
Assistant Editor — Alice Brennan 
Society Editor — Mary Mahoney 
The assistants are as follows: May Cahill, 






CCBCTLiIAN €!LUB 

Helen Kitrick '41, president of the Cecilian 
Club lias announced that there will be a meet- 
ing of all the members to plan for a Thanks- 
giving party to be held also to honor Saint 
Cecilia, their patron whose feast day occurs 
this month. The officers of our musical group 
will take charge of the arrangements. At the 
party, ideas for the coming year will be dis- 
cussed and plans made for entertainments and 
meetings during the year. 



* 



THE CHEMICAL ANALYSTS 

Twenty-five Chemistry students obtained 
an average of 85% for the first quarter and as 
their reward they received an invitation to join 
the lOhemistry Club. The names of these stud- 
ents are as follows: Thomas Casey, Joan 
O'Brien, Helen O'Connell, Catherine Panis, 
Barbara /Rate, Vivian Stickles, Paul Tessier, 
Richard Tobler, William Schneider, Ella Ras- 
mussen, Robert Reid, Aurora Ricci, Gloria Sor- 
rault, Eileen Shanley, Jean Lowe, Leo O'Con- 
ner, George Kelly, Jane Lamkins, Marjorie Mc 
Donald, Charles Marchese, Carolyn Bianiak, 
Elizabeth Bromley, Eleanor Chamberlain, Mar- 
garet Hart, and Madalean Haitha. 

At the meeting on November 13, the elec- 
tion of officers took place, the members sel- 
ected their club pin and made plans fior the 
initiation party to be hold at Thanksgiving. 

The Chemical Analysts outlined their pro- 
gram for the year. The individual's project 
work will be exhibited at the end of the year. 
We offer our congratulations to these mem- 
bers and express the hope that there will be new 
members at the close of the second quarter. 
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Cut Flowers and Funeral Designs 
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W H E L A N ' S 

Dry Ginger Ale 



Vichy, 

Koko Kreme 

Lime Rickey, Tom Collins, 

Sarsaparilla, Orange, Grape, Korker' 

Root Beer, Birch Beer, 

Lemon & Club 

Soda 
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A PRAYER FOR MISS'IO) 
O Divine Wayfarer, 
Whose first shelter was a stable, 
Whose first journey was -a flight 

********** £q ( „ lifg 

And Who traveling- oft hadst not 
****** w h ere to lay Thy head; 
Be to those who carry Thy message 
* * * a sure Guide and unfailing rest. 
Clothe them in the .garment of * * * * 
charity which is strange to no man, 
And teach them the language * * * * 
sympathy which is understood by all, 
That, whilst strangers in every land, 
they may yet be welcomed as * * * * 
citizens of the soul of man and as 
brothers of the human heart, ***** 
for Thy Kingdom's sake. * * * Amen. 

YOUTH APQSTIOLATE 

Mary E. Romp '43 

When Christ instituted the Holy Eucharist 
at the Last Supper, Sit. John, the Virgin Apos- 
tle, was the representative of ALL Catholic 
Youth. In John, Christ had a faithful servant 
who refused to desert Him, even at His death 
when a shadow of darkness passed over the 
earth. Don't you think <Ohirist needs supporters 
now, when paganism casts another shadow 
over alii parts of the earth? A real member of 
the Catholic Church must possess not only the 
aibility to defend: the Holy Doctrine against op- 
posing foes, but also in the willingness to labor 
for the triumph of the most important ideal . . 
. . . Catholic Civilization. It is for you, the 
Cathoilic Youth of today, by your missionary 
endeavors, to spread the Apostate of Christ to 
all parts of the world. 

ORIENTAL ODDIfTIES 

Rose Slavin '41 

Travelers in China are humorously amazed 
to see Chinese boys togged out with earrings, 
bracelets, and necklaces. Our own "regular 
fellas" would make mockery of such "dood- 
ads." But the Chinese boy does not wear trink- 
ets to enhance his good looks. He wears them 
— shush! — as a disguise to fool the evil spir- 



Spirits that steal souls of children are oft- 
en thought to be wraiths of girls who have died 
unmarried. They are not considered human, 
since they cannot be reiborn in the world be- 
yond! Hence, they wander here below seeking 
to steal boys' souls, which will enable them to 
be re'born as male children with another chance 
to regain their human rights. Their power lasts 
for only a hundred days after a boy's birth. In 
order to avoid the attacks of these spirits, old 
shoes are burned beside the baby's crib every 

(Continued on Page Seventeen) 
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SEVENTEEN 



BETTY KAY WALSH '41 

Hurry! Hurry! Hurry! Get your tickets 
early to see the splendid (reproduction of Sev- 
enteen presented by an able cast of Catholic 
High students under the , d } rectioil of Miss Mary 

Miller. Booth Tarkington's famous play will be 
presented in our auditorium, Friday, November 
29, at 8 : 15 P. M. Before the play music will be 
played by the €1 C. H. S. orchestra under the 
direction of Professor Edwin Walsh. 

Ruth Powers leads as Lola Pratt and Will- 
iam Crandall as Willie Baxter. The rest of the 
characters will be impersonated as follows: 
Joe Bullit, Paul Flanagan; Jane, Jean Daley 
Mrs. Baxter, Joan O'Brien; Mr. Baxter, Leo 
Gillespie; May Parcher, Marilyn Powers; Gen- 
esis, Martin Oonnell; Johnnie Watson, Edward 
Doyjle; |Geoirge Cooper, William HaJmbrook; 
Willie Banks, Joseph Kennedy; Ethel Boke, 
Eleanor lOhamiberlain; Mar- Brooks, Marguer- 
ite Keating; and Mr. Paircher, Arthur Beaudoin. 

The able assistants back-stage include: 
Prompter, Mary MdOlintock; properties, Mary 
Kunz; stage manager, Joseph Smith and com- 
pany. 

Let's all cooperate to make Booth Tarking- 
ton's play Seventeen, the first production of the 
H940-41 season at Catholic Hi, a magnificent 
success. 



UNDER PALADIN SHIELD 

(iContinued from Page Sixteen) 

day for a hundred days following 'birth: a spiirit 
snroke screen! A fish net may also be used as 
a protective curtain. Hog's blood is used to 
strengthen the net co<rds when they are woven, 
since evil spirits are frightened by blood. As 
the meshes of the net give the illusion of many 
eyes, the spirits are discouraged from wicked- 
ness by the presence of so many alert guard- 
ians ! 

The peach tree is a symbol of immoirtality. 
Peach pits strung on cord or wire are used as 
amulets to be attached to the ankles of a child. 
By virtue of the peach stone, longevity is con- 
ferred on the wearer. A cradle of peach wood 
i s therefore most precious and efficious. Lack- 
ing this, pine wood is quite acceptable. This 
tree is evergreen — a symbol of longevity. 

To a race so fond of children and so anx- 
ious to protect them from harm, the Gospel 
story of 'Christ's love for little children is very 
consoling. He blessed them; He cautioned 
against scandalizing them. To strengthen it 
more, He Himself, when He had died to make 
all men His children, returned to His Mother's 
arms like a little child. 



PALADIN CLUB 

At the first meeting of the Junior Paladin 
Club in Room 304, the election of officers was 
held. Dan Mahoney was elected leader and Rose 
Beidl, secretary. The -outline of study i s to be 
on the Eastern Church Rites. Keenan F'lanigan, 
William Davine, June Lamkins, Lillian Krynic- 
ky, Carol Coffey, Madelean Haitko Alma Walsh 
and Evelyn Walsh will participate. 



o 



II 

w 







X M. WARREN & CO. 

■ 

Headquarters for 

Sporting Goods 

Baseball — Tennis 
Fishing Equipment 

RIVER ST. AT BROADWAY 
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TRANSIT MIX CONCRETE 



BUILDING MATERIALS 



ROOFING 
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RICKERSON SUPPLY CO., Inc. 



385 RIVER STREET 



F. W. COONS WIRE WORKS 

I NC. 

427 RIVER STREET 

(Only three doors from Jacob Street) 

TROY, N. Y. 

Ornamental Iron and Wire Work 

of All Description 

Local Representative 
ANCHOR POST CHAIN LINK FENCING 

especially adapted for Schools, Industrial 

Plants and Institutions 
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West Side Structural 
Company, Inc. 

Designers and Fabricators of 

STRUCTURAL AND 
ORNAMENTAL IRON 
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PROTECT WHAT YOU HAVE 



INSURE WITH 




WM. J. FAGAN 

Keenan Bldg., Bway and Third St 



a Phone 846 



Troy, N. Y 



"ASK FOR WAGAR'S 
ICE CREAM CUPS 



IN YOUR CAFETERIA" 




F. W. CURTIS 

Drug and Paint Co., Inc. 



Wholesale and 



Druggists 

Phones Troy 85 — 6840 
TROY, N. Y. 



Phone Troy 5342 



WUSTEFELD CANDY CO. 

Wholesale 
CONFECTIONERY 



Fruits and Syrups 



1C9 RIVER ST 



TROY, 



N.Y. j) 



IN FORTY YEARS 

GEORGE S. DETTKO '41 

The fatal year 1980 had commenced only 
to find the cruel world in a most nefarious con- 
dition — many nations were waging total war 
in destruction against each other, pillaging ire- 
suited from conquest in despicable forms. 

The last remnant of democracy, (however, 
was still firmily rooted in the only truly peace- 
ful nation in the World — the United States of 
America — whose 'integrity and prestige had 
been jealously challenged when the Seventh 
Reich of Germany, now aggregating all of what 
formerly ihad been the nations of Europe, de- 
cided for its annhiliation. 

Dating back nearly four decades, History 
relates that there lived a mighty conqueror who 
was called Adolf Hitler, leader of the Third Reg- 
ime of Germany. In those gruesome times he 
amlbitiously strove to force entire Europe with- 
in his ruthlessly usurped jurisdiction; and His- 
tory to this day witnesses the verity of the 
prophecies of St. Odile who, during the sev- 
enth century, predicted that in the sixth month 
of the second year oif the war, this unscrupul- 
ous victor, advancing from the banks of the 
Danube would have attained the zenith of his 
success. This explains ihow it was possible far 
Hitler to affix numerous territories to his mag- 
nificent realm which crumbled with his down- 
fall, only to be restored thereafter by success- 
ors in his dynasty who by further annexations 
enlarged their rule. The Seventh Regime, now 
embarking on a field of world conquest select- 
ed the United States to ibe its first victim. 

Unintelligible cirumstances, however grad- 
ually culminated in an extreme crisis. The re- 
cent international convention oif communistic 
bolsheviks — who akeady dominated the for- 
mer empires of Japan and China — deliberat- 
ing that the time was ripe ffoar universal 
revolution consented to promulgate this pro- 
gram of terror because of its supposed effect- 
iveness at a time when people were hardly en- 
during the scourges, and famines wrought by 
the disorderly condition of the very earth it- 
self. The "sickle and hammer" began to pound! 
At 800 miles an hour "winged monsters" tore 
madly through the cloud-strewn skies casting- 
down death and devastation on the defenseless 
and delinquent populaces. Nation rose against 
nation and the great Regime was dispersed by 
internal dissension and civil conflict. As the 
days wore on the defects of the world became 
multiple. Suddenly! one night the moon faded 
and dimmed and finally disappeared. Frighten- 
ed thoroughly were all the peoples who beheld 
these terrifying catastrophies. The sun con- 
sumed itself to a cold ash while stars fell from 
the heavens and dav was no more for complete 
blackness hovered over our chaotic world. 
Blood was spilled, fountains discolored and the 
earth fertilized. The beginndng of the End was 
at hand. iSlowly the population was decreased 
and little was left of the depopulated earth to 
witness the final oblivion which preceded the 
Transition. Volcanoes erupted and fiery masses 
of crimson meteors flashed across the night of 
the world. Of a sudden! a piercing, impene- 
trable light was seen! — It was here . . . the 
End. . . . Now Eternity 
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C'EST FINI — A FANTASY 

S. OLEY CUTiLEflR '41 

The breeze stealt over the hill and played 
merry chase with the early morning sunbeams. 
Along the slopes little rivulets skipped to a 
gurgling tune like little children on vacation. 
Here and there patches of grass would sway 
this way and that to the rhythm of the music 
of the brook. The huge tree s creaking in the 
heavier winds would act as bassoons and per- 
cussions in this unusual symphony. The rab- 
bits and squirrels and the other woodland folk 
would play hide and seek among the trees. 

Bon was awakened by this atmosphere of 
work and play about him. Stretching, the youth 
surveyed everything about him. Yes, nature 
was kind as well as beautiful today. Swiftly, 
Bon leaving his small home and walking merr- 
ily to the fields to ploiw, was so happy that he 
felt indeed joyful and privileged to live. As he 
walked, there loomed before him in the road a 
huge figure who stood motionless to await 
Bon's approach. It was — Hai, who ruled the 
vast lands of the world. 

"I am God," the ruthless leader cried, 
^bend down and adore me." Bon tightened his 
lip and held his ground. Hai raised his flaming 
sword and bellowed, "I am the hearts of men 
who hate their brothers. I know of no national 
boundaries for all men possess me. Since I was 
allowed by men to roam free, I have destroyed 
them all. You alone stand before me as a sym- 
bol of the faith and goodness of earth. I can 
not conquer your soul of beauty and love but I 
can destroy you as I have all others." 

Bon outstretched his arms and cried out, in 
a ringing voice, "All right! Kill me! As long- 
as I live, the torch of liberty will remain light- 
ed. Dying is so easy; it is living in your slav- 
ery that i s difficult. I die for truth — for it will 
ever live on. You well know that truth can 
not be destroyed for what is truth, but God, 
Himself. I die for something greater than liv- 
ing — ■ freedom. What use is their living when 
one can not worship as one desires, speak as 
he likes, and live in peace. I was never more 
happy than now, for now I attain real freedom 
and real truth such as was never known be- 
fore." Hai brought his sword down and with a 
thud struck Bon down. 

The clouds cluttered together as if in ter- 
ror at this cruel act. The sun crept slowly out 
of sight in the West. Atop a lofty peak over- 
looking the earth, Hai sat to view a world in 
ruins at his feet. All about him was blood and 
skeleton. Hai sat -upon his throne and pondered 
on the day of his triumph back in the 1940's. 
The years that saw nation fall upon nation to 
murder and destroy. About them all was silent, 
for no living beinsr now lived. Darkness fell and 
with it the would-be god roared with laughter 
at his triumph over mortal men. Suddenly 
through the darkness a flaming ball of fire 
seared the heavens and swept down upon the 
mountain top and once again all was still. 
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INSURE AND BE SURE 

Auto Liability 

Get Our Rates 
Easy Monthly Payments 

JOHN F. SHANNON 

48 Fourth Street Telephone 328 
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After School — Stop at 

FAZIOLI'S 

Opposite Union Station 

BEST AND LARGEST SUNDAES 
SODAS and MALTED MILK 10c 

Special Girls' Entrance 
Tasly Sandwiches 
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Complete Lines of 

Reversible and Zip 

IN LINED COATS 
$15 to $25 

SAVARD BROS. 






13 THIRD STREET 
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WARMER SPORT SHIRTS 

. . plaids or plain colors 

Buffalo Checks and Scotch Plaids <C <* 

in fufi button shirts: solid color I 

Kelly, Scarlet and Blue Shirts in x 
pullover style. 

WELLS & COVERLY 

INC. 

RIVER STREET TROY, N. Y. 
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The Torch gratefully acknowledges the 

following: 

The Blue Banner, Vincentian Institute, Albany, 

N. Y. 

The Skeenic, Whitehall High School, White- 
hall, N. Y. 

The Golden Wave, Trenton Catholic Boys' High 

School, Trenton, N. J. 

The St. Bona Venture, St. Bonaventure College. 
St. Bona venture, N. Y. 

Seton High News, Seton High School, Balti- 
more, Md. 

The Niagara Index, Niagara University, Niag- 
ara, N. Y. 

The Owl, Hudson High School, Hudson, N. Y. 

Holy Cross News, Lynchburg, Va. 

The Alaska Catholic, Juneau, Alaska. 

Mental Pabulum, Lawrence, N. Y. 

The Beacon, Lansingiburg High School, Troy, 

New York. 

Edison Herald, Miami, Florida. 

The Sentry, Christian Brothers Academy, Alb- 
any, N. Y. 

School Daze, Coboes High School, Cohoes, NY. 

Siena News, Siena College, Loudenville, N. Y. 

Highlights, St, John's Academy, Rensselaer, 

New York. 

The Clarion, Mt. St. Joseph's, Rutland, Vt. 

The Cadet, La Salle Institute, Troy, N. Y. 

Panorama, High School Panorama, Bingham- 
ton, N. Y. 

The Lance, St. Augustine High School, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 
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The ClaHion has a very good article on the 
different fields of life, giving all the studies and 
information needed foir the field we wish to 
choose. I'm sure we oif Catholic Hi would be 
interested in this column. 
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